
Young people from 
Gunbalanya took to the 
microphone and camera to 
share their stories of belonging 
during Youth Week which 
took place from 13 to 22 April.

With the support of 
photographer/film-maker 
Amy Hetherington, Youth 
Week participants were able 
to strengthen their technical 
skills in photography and film 
as they visited locations which 
were important to them.

The young people really 
demonstrated their creativity 
through the photos while 
also providing a glimpse into 
life and growing up in the 
Gunbalanya community. 

Following the week of 
activity, Amy said the young 
people in Gunbalanya were 
incredible as they shared their 
views of home.

“I just arrived, brought out 
the cameras and instantly 
some young leaders had 

taken over the gear and were 
coordinating interviews and 
discussing life in Gunbalanya 
with their peers. It was so great 
to see. My favourite thing 
was seeing the improvement 
in the photography and the 
video angles; it was all so 
fast. There’s obviously a real 
natural flair for filmmaking 
in West Arnhem Land,” Amy 
said.

Interviews were also 
conducted so stay tuned for 
videos to come.

West Arnhem Regional 
Council Youth, Sport and 
Recreation wish to give a big 
shout out to the supporting 

agencies Clontarf Boys’ 
Academy, Njanjma Rangers 
and Team Health. 

“It was also great to work 
with the Njanjma Rangers 
to document the country 
and wildlife, I hope some of 
the things we discussed and 
practised help them with their 
work,” Amy said.

Shay from the Njanjma 
Rangers said they were 
thrilled to be a part of Youth 
Week.

“The Rangers thoroughly 
enjoyed being a part of the 
Youth Week program, and 
have gained not only new 
skills in photography and 
film, but also a new and 
strengthened interest,” Shay 
said.

“They are looking forward 
to what comes next, and 
using their skills in work and 
education, and keen to tap 
more into social media.”
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INSIDE thIS EDItIoN

Maningrida celebrates the NtCEt graduation of 
eight senior secondary students.

NEW SKILLS IN VoICE RECoRDING

FIRSt FILM SCREENING At PooL

SENIoR StuDENtS GRADuAtE

FILM to ShoWCASE thE REGIoN
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YOUNG PEOPLE SHINE ON-SCREEN  PAGE 4 >

Remote community broadcasters attend Remote 
Indigenous Broadcasting Service Advance Workshop.

Jabiru’s own star Miranda tapsell returns to the 
community to film ‘top End Wedding’.
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Young people in Gunbalanya were able to demonstrate their skills and creativity through photography and film 
during Youth Week which took place from 13 to 22 April.

Continues, Page 8 >>

“Provide a glimpse 
into life for 

young people in 
Gunbalanya..”

Maningrida community enjoys the first ever ‘dive 
in’ movie night at the pool.
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wEEKLY 
Monday 
Nt Fire & Emergency training, Jabiru Fire Station 
6pm 
Kakadu Deadly Runners training, 6pm
tuesdays  
Jabiru Art & Craft, town hall 7.30pm
Playgroup, Jabiru Courthouse 9.30-11am
Aqua Fitness, Alberto Luglietti Memorial Pool 6.15pm
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness training 5.30pm 
Basketball training ‘Kakadu hoops’, School courts 5pm
wednesdays  
Kakadu Deadly Runners training, 6pm 
Social Soccer, Magela oval 6pm
thursdays  
Aqua Fitness, Alberto Luglietti Memorial Pool 6.15pm
Story time, Jabiru Library 10.30am
Pick the Joker Jabiru Golf Club 6.30pm
Pool comp $100 Jabiru Golf Club 6.30pm 
Membership Draw, JSSC 7.30pm 
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness training 5.30pm 
Basketball training ‘Kakadu hoops’, School courts 5pm
Fridays 
Badge draw, raffles, meat trays Jabiru Golf Club
Pool comp $10 entry winner takes all, JSSC
Meat tray raffle, JSSC 
Futsal, new MPA building 7.00am
sundays
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness training 5.30pm
2nd & 4th sunday of the month  
Lunch and Membership Wheel, win meat trays JSSC

Kick off A Taste of Kakadu 2018 with award-
winning singer-songwriter Shellie Morris on 
Friday, 18 May at Bowali Visitor Centre.

2

If you have an upcoming event you would like to see 
listed in this space please phone the Wire on 8979 
9465 or email wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au.

MaY
sun 13 Mother’s Day
Fri 18 - sun 27 A taste of Kakadu, Jabiru

thur 24 World’s Biggest Morning tea, Jabiru

JUnE
sat 2 2018 Kakadu triathlon, Jabiru

FILM STAR SEARCH IN MANINGRIDA

NEWEST AUSTRALIAN CITIZENS
West Arnhem welcomed three 

new Australian citizens who made 
the official pledge in front of family 
on Tuesday, 8 May. 

See McGlynn of Malaysia and 
Mark and Gerardi (Sophie) 
Lumbania of the Philippines made 
the important pledge in Jabiru with 
West Arnhem Regional Council 
Mayor Matthew Ryan officiating 
the ceremony.

Sophie, three, is one of the 
youngest West Arnhem residents 
to make the pledge in Jabiru. 
Mayor Ryan congratulated the new 
Australian citizens and wished 
them all the best in the future.

“It was wonderful meeting our 
new Australian citizens and I 
wish to thank them all for making 
the important pledge in Jabiru,” 
Mayor Ryan said.

New Australian citizens Mark and Gerardi Lumbania with 
Mayor Matthew Ryan and See, Max and Leo Glynn.

The nation-wide search for actors and 
actresses to feature in the upcoming action 
thriller movie ‘High Ground’ will continue 
in Maningrida next week. 

The movie is set in the early 1930s and 
reunites director Stephen Johnson and 
writer Chris Anastassiades, creatives 
behind award-winning film Yolngu Boy. 

Following recent auditions in Jabiru, 
Maningrida community members also 
have the chance to participate in the search 
with auditions taking place on Thursday, 
17 May at the Maningrida Arts and 
Culture Centre.

This is a nationwide search for 
Indigenous men and women aged 16 to 65 
years and no experience is necessary.

Anyone who is interested in trying out for 
a role please send a recent photo, contact 

details and home location to Anousha at 
azarkesh@iprimus.com.au or Micaeley 
micaeleygibson@hotmail.com or message 
via the HIGH GROUND Facebook Page - 
www.facebook.com/highgroundfilm.

Filming will commence in Kakadu and 
Arnhem Land later this year.

Auditions will also be held in 
Ramingining on Tuesday, 15 May at the 
Shire Council Office between 10am and 
4pm.

“Maningrida community 
members also have the 
chance to participate in 

the search..”

The Jabiru community has 
shown support for the Legacy 
Foundation after raising a 
massive $1655 in three days in 
the lead up to ANZAC Day in 
April.

This was done by selling the 
traditional badges and other 
merchandise outside Foodland. 
The Jabiru Golf Club also raised 
a substantial amount during their 
ANZAC Day golf ambrose and 
associated ANZAC day activities.

Pictured is Army Cadet Lance 
Corporal Kia Gowler who 
managed to raise $525 in one 
afternoon in the Town Plaza.

Legacy Northern Territory said 
they continue to be impressed 
by the generosity of the Jabiru 
community.

JaBIRU CoMMUnItY shows sUPPoRt FoR LEGaCY

Army Cadet Lance Corporal Kia Gowler selling Legacy 
merchandise in Jabiru.



Kakadu will become nature’s 
grandest outdoor kitchen 
when Australia’s premier 
Indigenous food festival, A 
Taste of Kakadu, returns from 
18 to 27 May.

Serving up a menu of ancient 
cuisine with a modern twist, 
this year’s festival will see the 
region’s best Indigenous chefs 
showcasing their culinary 
creations at remarkable 
locations, all celebrating 
the traditional culture and 
breathtaking scenery of 

Kakadu National Park.
Over 10 days, visitors can 

embark on guided walks where 
superfoods and delicacies 
such as Kakadu plums can be 
enjoyed, dine on crocodile, 
fish and buffalo cooked in 
spectacular ground ovens, 
and glide along the famed 
barramundi-filled rivers while 
enjoying bush tucker-inspired 

canapes.
The huge week will kick off 

at Bowali Visitor Centre on 
Friday, 18 May from 5.30pm.

Following a welcome to 
country from the Mirarr clan, 
there will be the launch of the 
Man Me art exhibition which 
is a very special installation 
telling the story of traditional 
food collection in Kakadu.

There will also be a sensational 
musical guest to get the party 

started; multi award-winning 
Indigenous singer-songwriter 
Shellie Morris. 

Event-goers will also be able 
to grab a feed from a traditional 
ground oven or sample the 
wares of our Festival Hub food 
vendors.

After the opening, head 
back to town to kick on with 
Kakadu-inspired cocktails at 
the Mercure Kakadu Crocodile 
Hotel. This is a free event and 

no bookings are required.
Other highlights throughout 

A Taste of Kakadu include:  
Dinner by Clayton, Fervor, 
Kakadu Kitchen bush tucker 
tasting walk, Canape Cruise 
on Yellow Water Billabong, 
Kakadu National Park 
Tourism and Visitor Services 
Manager Leanne Paige said 
native food was becoming a 
feature of many of Australia’s 
best restaurants and A Taste of 
Kakadu is a wonderful way to 
experience bush tucker.

“A Taste of Kakadu takes you 
on a journey to sample the 
foods that have sustained the 
world’s oldest living culture 
for more than 65,000 years,” 
Ms Paige said.

“We’ve infused the festival 
program with the ways of 
Bininj and Munnguy. You 
can hear, see and taste how 
Traditional Owners have 
lived in Kakadu for more 
than a thousand generations 
and when it comes to eating 
authentic Australian cuisine 
it doesn’t get any better than 
that.”

For more information 
visit parksaustralia.gov.au/
kakadu/taste/
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CULINARY FESTIVAL IN THE HEART OF KAKADU

“You can hear, see 
and taste how 

Traditional Owners 
have lived in 

Kakadu..”

The much-anticipated A Taste of Kakadu food festival will take place from 
18 to 27 May 2018. Photo credit: Parks Australia.

MANINGRIDA CELEBRATES GRADUATION
On Tuesday May 1, 

Maningrida celebrated the 
NTCET graduation of eight 
senior secondary students. 
Jonah Ryan, Martha Brown, 
Charlene Darcy, Shianne 
Davis, Zenayha Doolan, 
Rickisha Redford-Bohme, 
Normalina Olsen and Dioni 
Brian worked tirelessly over 
13 years to complete all 200 
credits necessary to receive 
a graduation certificate. 

Many students were self-
driven to attend school 
but also had the support 
of families, peers, teachers 
and industry mentors 
such as the Djelk Rangers 
to encourage them to 
finish their studies. This 
was evident at the actual 
ceremony where hundreds 
of community members 
participated in dances 
that represented each 
student’s family song 
line. Additionally, staff 
and parents could not 
be prouder when each 
individual student stood 
and gave a speech thanking 

all who helped them on 
their education journey.

Further to the success of 
the graduation, at present 
there are six graduates who 
are in full time employment; 
four at Djelk Rangers, one 
at Intract Housing and one 
at Bawinanga Aboriginal 
Corporation.

The four Learning on 
Country participants 
completed their Certificate 
II in Conservation and Land 
Management last year and 
entered the Djelk Ranger 
Internship program. 

It is a great indicator 
of how partnerships 
between the school and 
such organisations are 
important to the success 
of the students because 
the students’ completion 
of VETiS Conservation 
and Land Management 
Certificate II and units 
of the Indigenous Land 
Management package was 
a contributing factor in the 
successful attainment of 
their Year 12 Certificate.

(above) Maningrida is 
celebrating the NTCET 
graduation of Jonah Ryan, 
Martha Brown, Charlene 
Darcy, Shianne Davis, Zenayha 
Doolan, Rickisha Redford-
Bohme, Normalina Olsen and 
Dioni Brian. 

(left) Learning on Country 
participants Rickisha Redford-
Bohme, Dioni Brian, Jonah 
Ryan and Normalina Olsen 
have entered the Djelk Ranger 
Internship program.
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The West Arnhem Wire acknowledges 
the traditional owners of country and their 
continuing connection to land, waters and 
community. We pay our respects to them and 
their cultures, and to elders, past, present and 
future. 

The Wire is the only regular source of news 
and information in the Kakadu and West 
Arnhem Land region. More than 800 copies 
are distributed fortnightly to Jabiru, Warruwi, 
Minjilang, Maningrida and Gunbalanya. 

Our electronic edition goes out to more than 
600 individual email addresses across West 
Arnhem Land and the Top End.

The Wire accepts advertising from businesses 
and government organisations. Placement of 
ads is subject to editorial and Council policy. 

Our competitive rates start from as little as 
$65 (including GST). Call 08 8979 9465 
today or email wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au 
to discuss how we can help you spread your 
messages around West Arnhem Land. 

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Bookings: 5pm Monday prior to publication

Artwork: 5pm Tuesday prior to publication

The Wire is published fortnightly on Fridays.

The Wire is published by West Arnhem 
Regional Council. The views expressed here 
do not necessarily reflect those held by the 
Council or Councillors.

West Arnhem Regional Council 
PO Box 721 
JABIRU NT 0886

www.westarnhem.nt.gov.au

Call (08) 8979 9465 or email  
wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au

JABIRu RoAD CLoSuRES REMINDER

Maningrida held its first ever dive in 
movie night on Friday, April 27 much to 
the delight of the community.

The evening screening session of ‘Coco’ 
was very popular with over 100 members 
of the community attending the event held 
at the Maningrida pool. 

With the event being such a great success, 

organisers are already planning to hold 
another dive in movie night in the near 
future so keep an eye out for more posters 
and information.

The young people loved watching a movie 
on the inflatable screen, which works like 
a jumping castle, and were very excited to 
use it at the pool for the first time. 

FIRST ‘DIVE IN’ MOVIE NIGHT

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

APPLICATION TO REGISTER NAWARDDEKEN 
ACADEMY AS A NON-GOVERNMENT SCHOOL 
Nawarddeken Academy operates at Kabulwarnamyo, West Arnhem Land, under a Memorandum 
of Understanding with Gunbalanya School, a Northern Territory Government school.   

Nawarddeken Academy has submitted an application to register as an independent non-
government school, proposing to offer Transition to Year 7 from July 2018 at Kabulwarnamyo.  

The application is under consideration by the Registration Assessment Panel and is now open for 
public comment. Written submissions from interested members of the public should be received 
by close of business 25 May 2018 and sent to: 

Manager, Non-Government Schools 
Department of Education,  
GPO Box 4821, Darwin  NT  0801  
Email: ngs.det@nt.gov.au

0541JF

Jabiru residents are reminded that all 
residential roads in Jabiru will be closed 
from 6.30am to 9.00am, Saturday, 2 June 
for the Kakadu Triathlon.

If you need to travel during the 
morning, please ensure you leave before 
6.30am or plan to leave after 9am to get 
to your destination. These closures will 
be enforced by local police.A section of 
the Arnhem Highway, from the corner 
of Jabiru Drive and Arnhem Highway to 
the boundary of the Ranger mine lease, 
will also be affected between 6.45am and 
8.00am Saturday, 2 June 2018.

This is to ensure the safety of the 
participants completing the bike leg of 
the duathlon race. These road closures 
are a small but essential measure to 
ensure the race is enjoyable for spectators 
and safe for participants. Organisers 
wish to thank visitors and local residents 
for their cooperation.
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COUNT DOWN IS ON TO KAKADU TRIATHLON
With a few weeks’ to go, 

the count down has officially 
begun for the sixth annual 
Kakadu Triathlon taking place 
on Saturday, 2 June 2018.

With planning well under 
way, the organising committee 
is encouraging everyone to 
get their registration in and 
support this fantastic event 
which has raised in excess 
of $50,000 for CareFlight 
helicopter rescue service over 
the past five years.

The Kakadu Triathlon 
continues to be a highlight on 
the event circuit which gives 
participants the opportunity to 
compete in the open and junior 

triathlon and this year’s event 
will also include the duathlon 
which proved to be a great 
addition in 2017.

As well as bringing the 
community together and 
enticing visitors to the World 
Heritage-Listed Kakadu 
National Park, the event 
also encourages people to 

participate, have fun and help 
raise money for an important 
cause.

The organising committee 
are also seeking volunteers to 
assist in the lead up and on the 
day of the event. 

Volunteers can assist 
with either leading up 
to race day and/or on  

race day. 
Some of the roles include 

race marshalling, manning 
drink stations, selling tickets 
and merchandise, setting 
up/ packing down and other 
duties as required.

Volunteers are vital to 
community events like the 
triathlon.

If you would like to 
assist, please contact the 
Jabiru Council office on 
8979 9444 and leave your 
name and what you may 
like to help with, or email  
kakadu.triathlon@gmail.com.

Community members, 
businesses and organisations 
interested in holding a stall on 
the day are also encouraged 
to contact the Council office.

Online registrations 
are now open at http://
k a k a d u t r i a t h l o n 1 8 .
gofundraise.com.au/ and will 
close on Monday 30 May.

The Coordinating Committee 
wishes to thank the sponsors, 
supporters and volunteers of 
this year’s triathlon.

“The event also 
encourages people 

to participate, 
have fun and help 
raise money for an 
important cause..”

Pictured are the junior participants from the 2017 Kakadu Triathlon. The 
junior category is for those aged 13 and under and registrations are still 
open.

Fifteen remote community broadcasters 
from across Top End communities attended 
the Remote Indigenous Broadcasting 
Service Advance Workshop recently held 
at TEABBA (Top End Aboriginal Bush 
Broadcasting Association) Radio from 1 – 
3 May. 

The workshop provided the RIBS 
(Remote Indigenous Broadcasting 
Services) broadcasters with new skills and 
knowledge in voice recordings, editing 
and uploading content to their radio 
playout systems when performing local 
shows to lift community broadcasting 
content. 

TEABBA Broadcaster/Trainer and West 
Arnhem Representative Bernard Namok 
Jnr (Bala B) said duo Peter Gwadbu and 
Gail Ngalwungirr, who are Warruwi RIBS 
broadcasters, showed excellent skills in 
voice recording and editing production.

TEABBA Radio staff/trainers were also 
standing by to offer their support and 
skills to the RIBS Broadcasters. 

If listeners would like to request a song 
or come on and have a yarn with the 
presenters about issues you are facing, 
awareness or to promote your event 
call 8939 0408 and talk to one of the 
broadcasters. 

Also, add TEABBA Radio on Facebook 
- Teabba - Top End Aboriginal Bush 
Broadcasting Association to follow all the 
trainings, festivals and our movements in 
the dry-season.

ADVANCE TRAINING FOR REMOTE BROADCASTERS

Peter Tapau from Ngukurr, Joseph Burke from Tiwi Island and Cyril ‘Task’ Franey and Lorraine Rogers  
who are TEABBA Broadcasters.

Kyle Doevandans (Tech/Trainer) and Bernard 
Namok ‘Bala B’ (Senior Broadcaster/Trainer)
with Peter Gwadbu from Warruwi.

Kyle Doevandans (Tech/Trainer) and Bernard 
Namok ‘Bala B’ (Senior Broadcaster/Trainer) 
with Gail Ngalwungirr from Warruwi.
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Friday  
1 June

Compulsory  
race briefing

GOLD SPONSORS

To register go to
http://kakadutriathlon18.gofundraise.com.au/

Registration opens   Monday 16 April

Registration closes   Monday 30 May, 8.00pm

Hurry and register—limited number of entries

Food and display stalls

To register a stall please email  
info@westarnhem.nt.gov.au

Any enquiries regarding the event, contact kakadu.
triathlon@gmail.com or 8979 9444

OPEN ONLY 
5km run / 15km ride / 2.5km run

DUATHLON
 Enter as an individual or team of 2 or 3 

KakaduTriathlon

JUNIOR
(13 and under)

$15

All funds raised goes to CareFlight

SILVER SPONSORS

Saturday  
2 June

Race Day
OPEN  

(14 and above)

$40

TRIATHLON
TRIATHLON

OPEN 
250m swim / 7.5km ride / 2.5km run

JUNIOR 
Year 2 & under: 
15m swim / 500m bike / 100m run

Year 3 & 4: 
25m swim / 1km bike / 200m run

Year 5 & 6: 
50m swim / 2km bike / 200m run 

Year 7 to 13 years: 
100m swim / 7.5km bike / 1km run

 Enter as an individual or team of 2 or 3

BRONZE SPONSORS

Jabiru Health Clinic

JABIRU



The upcoming film ‘Top End Wedding’ 
is set to feature a few familiar faces from 
West Arnhem as well as a number of 
special locations from around Jabiru and 
Kakadu National Park.

Shooting for the upcoming movie, 
starring Jabiru’s own star Miranda 
Tapsell, has begun this week in Jabiru and 
the crew have sourced many local extras 
to be in scenes which will be filmed on 
Friday, 11 May and Saturday, 12 May.

Filming locations will include some of 
Jabiru and Kakadu’s well-known spots 
including Nourlangie, Anbangbang 
Billabong, Nawurlandja, and Hawk 
Dreaming and the Mercure Kakadu 
Crocodile Hotel.

Those involved in producing the film 
have also received fantastic support from 
Kakadu National Park and the Traditional 
Owners of the park with whom they have 
been consulting with over many months. 

Miranda, who will also be visiting the 
Jabiru Area School to talk to students 
while in the community, lived in Jabiru 

and has starred in the Goalpost Pictures 
box office hit ‘The Sapphires’.

The movie itself has been described as 
a hilarious and heart-warming comedy 

which tells the story of successful Sydney 
lawyer, Lauren, and her fiancée Ned. 
Engaged and in love, they have just 10 
days to find Lauren's mother who has 
gone AWOL somewhere in the Northern 
Territory, reunite her parents and pull off 
their dream top end wedding.

‘Top End Wedding’ is co-written by 
Miranda and Joshua Tyler and directed 
by Wayne Blair.

Northern Territory Chief Minister, 
Michael Gunner said, “The NT 
Government is very pleased to help bring 
the Top End Wedding movie concept 
to reality. Our support is a sign of our 
belief that the movie will showcase 
Australia’s most magnificent scenery to a 
global audience. Miranda and Josh have 
captured the real Top End showcasing 
our modern city, our contemporary 
culture and the raw and hilarious essence 
of the NT in this fun-for-the-whole-family 
movie. We look forward to welcoming 
the cast and crew to our backyard.”

Top End Wedding has received 
principal production investment from 
Screen Australia, in association with the 
South Australian Film Corporation and 
support from Tourism NT.  

eOne will distribute the film in Australia 
and New Zealand, with Berlin-based 
Films Boutique handling international 
sales.
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UPCOMING FILM TO SHOWCASE THE REGION

“Shooting for the upcoming 
movie, starring Jabiru’s own 
star Miranda Tapsell, has 

begun this week in Jabiru..”

Filming for ‘Top End Wedding’ commenced 
this week in Jabiru and Kakadu National Park. 
The movie is a new feature film co-written by 
and starring Miranda Tapsell (pictured). Photo 
supplied.

The 2018 edition of 
the ‘Welcome to Jabiru’ 
Handbook is now available 
online and in hard copy.

Now in its 13 consecutive 
year, the handbook continues 
to be an important source of 
information to new residents 
to Jabiru as well as locals and 
tourists visiting to the region.

The extensive handbook 
features all the ‘need-to-
know’ information about 
living in Jabiru which is 
a unique town because 
of its location within 
Kakadu National Park and 
neighbouring Arnhem Land.

The information is 
designed to assist new 
residents in Jabiru to gain 
an understanding of their 
responsibilities and to 
encourage them to take 
advantage of the attractions as 
well as general explanations 
of the services and facilities 
within the town. 

This includes sports and 
recreation, festivals and 
events, accommodation and 
food options, restrictions, 
emergency numbers and 
information and a lot more.

This year’s edition was once 
again coordinated by West 
Arnhem Regional Council 
and published with the 
support of Energy Resources 
of Australia (ERA).

Copies of the latest edition 
of the ‘Welcome to Jabiru’ 
Handbook are available on 
the West Arnhem Regional 
Council website, and hard 
copies are available at the 
Council office in the Jabiru 
Town Plaza and the ERA 
office.

‘WELCOME TO JABIRU’ HANDBOOK
 

LIVE & WORK
ARNHEM LAND & KAKADU
 Pool and Recreation Officer – Jabiru  

Permanent – Full Time 
Accommodation is subject to availability 
Applications close at 8 am on Monday 28 May 2018 
 

 Finance Officer - Darwin or Jabiru 
Permanent - Full Time 
Accommodation in Jabiru is subject to availability 
Applications close at 8 am on Monday 21 May 2018 
 

 Mechanic – Jabiru  
Permanent – Full Time - Accommodation available 
Applications close at 8 am on Monday 14 May 2018 

 
 Pool Officer – Maningrida 

Casual – No accommodation 
All applications will be considered 

 
 Pool Officer – Jabiru 

Casual – No accommodation  
All applications will be considered 

 
To apply: 
Visit website below or phone 08 8982 9522 
www.westarnhem.nt.gov.au/employment 
 

Email completed application to vacancy@westarnhem.nt.gov.au 
Indigenous people are encouraged to apply 



The West Arnhem Wire | 29 April - 11 May 2018

West Arnhem Wire - Fortnightly news in brief from Jabiru, Gunbalanya, Maningrida, Warruwi and Minjilang8

waRnInG ContInUEs FoR MVE

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!
Get involved without the huff and puff
We need volunteers to help out either leading up to race 
day and/or on race day: 

KakaduTriathlon

All funds raised goes to CareFlight

If you think you can help contact: 

Council Reception   8979 9444

Email   kakadu.triathlon@gmail.com

All volunteers receive a Kakadu Triathlon water bottle, 
CareFlight slouch hat and free breakfast.

• race marshalling

• assisting with the junior triathlon

• selling raffle tickets on the day

• selling KT merchandise

• manning KT merchandise stall

• setting up and packing down

• other duties as needed.

TRIATHLON

The Department of Health is 
continuing to warn Top End 
residents about Murray Valley 
encephalitis which has now 
extended to Central Australia.

Residents in Central Australia 
as well as the rest of the Territory 
are being urged to avoid being 
bitten by mosquitoes, as Murray 
Valley encephalitis (MVE) 
and Kunjin virus activity has 
presumptively been detected in 
the Centre.

Director of Medical 
Entomology, Nina Kurucz 
explained that preliminary 
results from the flavivirus 
surveillance program carried 
out by the Department of 
Health in liaison with the 
Department of Primary 
Industry and Resources have 
indicated recent MVE and 
Kunjin virus activity in Tennant 
Creek and Alice Springs.

While previous flavivirus 
surveillance results showed 
high level virus activity across 
the Top End, it is now likely that 
both viruses are also present in 
Central Australia. Although 
the risk of contracting Murray 
Valley encephalitis virus 
disease or Kunjin is relatively 
low, due to low mosquito 

numbers across Central 
Australia, people are urged 
to take precautions against 
mosquito bites, as it might 
only take a few mosquitoes 
to transmit mosquito-borne 
disease during periods of high 
level virus activity.

The viruses are transmitted by 
the common banded mosquito, 
Culex annulirostris, which is 
active after sunset within a few 
kilometres of seasonal lagoons 
and wetlands.

Ms Kurucz said “To avoid 
mosquito borne disease, use 
personal mosquito protection 
and avoid being outdoors in or 
close to wetland areas or places 
where mosquitoes are active, 
especially after sunset.”

Murray Valley encephalitis is 
rare, but can potentially be fatal. 
The last MVE case occurred 
in the West Arnhem region in 
April 2018, and the last case in 
Central Australia was in 2015.

The symptoms can include 
severe headache, high fever, 
drowsiness, tremor and 
seizures (especially in young 
children). In some cases 
the disease can progress to 
delirium, coma, permanent 
brain damage or death.

<< From Front Page

Participants of 
Youth Week were 
aged between 5 and 
30.

Northern Territory 
Youth Week (or 
NTYW) is an annual 
celebration of 
young people across 
the Territory and 
involves a range 
of fun and exciting 
events and activities.

This year’s theme 
was ‘Be True, Be 
You’.

YOUTH WEEK CELEBRATIONS IN GUNBALANYA



In December 2017, West 
Arnhem Regional Council  
(WARC) Community Services 
Leadership Team, including 
coordinators and the Manager 
Community Services, 
discussed the possibility of 
having a forum focussing on 
leadership and workplace 
culture. 

It was identified that the 
forum needed to have the 
Community Services frontline 
leaders attend, such as team 
leaders and senior officers. 

In April 2018 this became 
a reality at South Alligator 
when leaders from 
West Arnhem Regional 
Council  Community Care, 
Community Safety, Library, 
Youth and Community 
Development, and Safe House 
arrived from Minjilang, 
Warruwi, Maningrida, Jabiru 
and Gunbalanya.

The forum was held for 
three days. The first day 
involved exploring what 
leadership means to the 
forum participants. 

This day also involved a 
discussion panel involving 
WARC CEO Brian Hylands, 
Mayor Matthew Ryan, 
Councillor James Marrawal 
and local community member 
Christine Christophersen. 

The following definition of 

leadership was agreed upon:
“We Lead with Courage, 

Energy, Vision and 
Creativity”.

Day two involved exploring 
workplace culture, its 
importance for staff morale 
and wellbeing, the benefits 

to community and the 
significance of Community 
Services values. 

The forum participants 
focused on two elements 
of workplace culture; how 
Community Services staff 
behave and relate to each 
other, and how Community 
Services staff relate and 
behave to community. 

This activity was explained as 
establishing the Community 
Services Ways of Working, 
involving the development of 
rules and values to work by.

Day three allowed all forum 
participants to plan how 
they were going to take the 
discussions of the forum 
back to their staff at each 
community. 

Plans were generated and 
it was agreed that all five 
communities – involving all 
sixty five Community Services 
staff - will be prepared for a 
video conference in mid-June 
to solidify the Community 
Services Ways of Working. 

To be continued… mid-June!
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tuNE IN to WARRuWI RADIo LIVE-to-AIRIMPORTANT 
ROAD CLOSURES 

 

ALL RESIDENTIAL ROADS IN JABIRU WILL BE CLOSED FROM 
6.30am to 9.00am, SATURDAY, 2 JUNE 2018 – JABIRU 

 
If you need to travel during the morning, please ensure you leave BEFORE 6.30am or plan to leave 
AFTER 9.00am to get to your destination. These closures will be enforced by local Police. 

SECTION OF THE ARNHEM HIGHWAY WILL ALSO BE CLOSED BETWEEN 
6.45am AND 8.00am SATURDAY, 2 JUNE 2018 

 
The section of the Arnhem Highway that will be closed between 6.45am and 8.00am is from the corner of Jabiru Drive 
and Arnhem Highway to the boundary of the Ranger Mine Lease, this highway closure is to ensure the safety of the 
participants completing the bike leg of the duathlon race. 

Re‐opening of roads, carparks and highway is anticipated to occur at times provided above however it could be earlier 
or later depending on the last participant finishing. The one exception to this is the Jabiru Swimming Pool Carpark will 
remain closed until 12.00pm to cater for the awards ceremony. 

Carparks 
The following carparks will be closed to all vehicles from 6.30am to 9.00am on Saturday, 2 June 2018: 
 Jabiru Swimming Pool carpark  
 Magela Oval carpark, Kinchela Road 
 Brockman Oval carpark, Kinchela Road 
 Arnhem Oval carpark, Waterhouse Road 
 Jabiru Area School carpark, Waterhouse Road 
 Lake Jabiru carpark, Civic Drive (at the BBQ facilities beside the Lake) 
 Ranger Mine Mess, corner Waterhouse Road and Calvert Crescent 
 
Carparking for the triathlon and duathlon 
Participants and spectators are encouraged to walk to the marshaling area at the Jabiru swimming Pool. 
Alternatively the carparks at the Jabiru Town Plaza will remain open and you can park here however you will 
need to arrive BEFORE 6.30am. 
 
Emergency number 
An emergency contact number will be provided closer to the date. This number can be used if you require access to 
roads or carparks between 6.30am and 9.00am on the day of the event. For all other emergencies ring 000. 
 
Community feedback line 
If you require any further  information or have feedback on the above road closure for the Coordinating Committee, 
please call Jerry Pena on 0429 235 918 or (08) 8979 9444. 
 
These  road  closures  are  a  small  but  essential measure  to  ensure  the  race  is  enjoyable  for  spectators  and  safe  for 
participants. 

 
Regards, 
Kakadu Triathlon Coordinating Committee 

COMMUNITY SERVICES LEADERSHIP FORUM

West Arnhem Regional Council Community Care team leaders attended 
a leadership forum at South Alligator in April which focused on leadership 
and workplace culture.

Radio duo from Warruwi 
Peter Gwadbu and Gail 
Ngalwungirr (pictured) 
are now broadcasting 
LIVE across the TEABBA 
(Top End Aboriginal Bush 
Broadcasting Association) 
networks. Their first live-
to-air was on Thursday, 10 
May. Peter and Gail will be 
joined by other RIBS (Remote 
Indigenous Broadcasting 
Services) broadcasters from 
across the Top End doing live 
shows weekly on the TEABBA 
Radio Networks. TEABBA 
Technician Mick Cummings 
and Kyle Doevendans were in 

Warruwi recently upgrading 
the RIBS unit with furniture 
and a NextG tieline, allowing 
Peter and Gail to dial in from 
Warruwi for their weekly 
network shows. Mick and 
Kyle even fixed the speakers 
outside the RIBS in Warruwi, 
which was a request from the 
community members who 
can sit outside the art centre 
and enjoy all the great tunes 
locally and on TEABBA.  You 
can hear Peter and Gail each 
Wednesday from 10am – 12pm 
on TEABBA Radio ‘Your Voice 
in the Bush’. When in Warruwi 
tune into frequency 106.1FM.
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SPORT
MANINGRIDA MEN’S AFL COMPETITION HEATS UP

BasKEtBaLL CLInICs In waRRUwI 

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING SUPPORTERS:

3 tickets 
for $5

$2 per 
ticket

MEGA RAFFLE

GREAT PRIZES TO BE WON!
- 30 minute helicopter scenic flight for up to 3 people

- Accommodation & breakfast voucher in a superior room for up to 2 people at 
Mercure Kakadu Crocodile Hotel

- Two course dinner voucher including a bottle of house wine for 2 people at 
Mercure Kakadu Crocodile Hotel

- Australian Gourmet Gift Box

- TEAC 32 inch TV with DVD

- 2 x $125 Lagoon Day Spa-Skycity Darwin voucher

- Careflight Pilot Teddy Bear

FUNDRAISING  
FOR

Drawn on 
Saturday, 2 

June

Tickets available at the Council Office, Foodland, Clinic, Library, ERA office, BP, Childcare

Young people in Warruwi had a wonderful time during the NT 
basketball clinics which were held in the community during the 
recent school holidays. Slam dunks all around.

The Men’s AFL competition in 
Maningrida is getting down to 
crunch time. This week it will be 
Round 13 with finals just around 
the corner in June (dated to be 
confirmed). 

There are still six teams vying 
for top spot on the table and a 
chance at finals glory.

Good luck to all of the teams in 
the competition.

For further updates and draws, 
check out the Maningrida Sport 
and Recreation Facebook page.


