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BIG YEAR AHEAD FOR BLACK ROCK BAND 

2018 is set to be a big year for Jabiru’s Black Rock Band with the band filming the video clip for their next single in Darwin in the next few weeks, followed 
by the release of their album coming out in March.

INSIDE 
thIS 

EDItIoN

RAIN FALLS ACRoSS thE REGIoN

Monsoon moves over the top end bringing heavy rainfall 
across the region.

Warruwi Community School’s young leaders move onto 
boarding school for the year.

Service providers in Kakadu undertake snake catching 
training.

tRANSItIoN INto boARDING SChooL SNAKE CAtChING CouRSE IN JAbIRu

With their new single out, 
a second on the way and an 
upcoming album set to be 
released, 2018 is shaping up to 
be a big year for Jabiru’s very 
own Black Rock Band. 

The group, Richie Guymala, 
Romeo Redford, Graham 
Rostron, Darius Cameron, 
Dillon Guymala, Selone 
Djandjomerr, Kimberley 
Namarnyilk, Alfie 
Naborlhborlh, and John 
Anderson, first came together 
through their work with 
Children’s Ground, working to 

support the learning, wellbeing 
and development of children 
in their community.  

Black Rock Band draws on 
deep musical family history 
as they incorporate traditional 
and contemporary sounds with 
a steady rock style, singing in 
both Kunwinjku and English. 
Their songs are a celebration of 
culture, connection to country, 
the fight for social justice and 
the future they want to create 
for the next generation of 
children.

In 2016 Andy Baldwin (Rola 

Pola Studios, USA) witnessed 
the band’s first performance 
at Barunga Festival and was 
so impressed he offered to 
record their first song ‘Bininj 
Kunborrk’.

The band’s popularity 
has been soaring to new 
heights ever since and they 
are steaming ahead having 
recently signed with Wantok 
Musik and released their first 
single and incredible film 
clip, filmed on country in 
West Arnhem Land by Sam 
Frederick. 

The group has also just 
returned home to Jabiru after a 
big few weeks of travel around 
Australia. The band travelled 
to Tasmania to perform in 
the MONA FOMA Festival 
in Hobart after being hand-
picked by festival curator, Brian 
Ritchie (Violent Femmes), who 
worked with the band last year 
at Bush Bands Bash in Alice 
Springs. Overall, they played 
three gigs, including one on 
the MONA main stage, to great 
crowds with plenty of energy.

Continues, Page 4 >>
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wEEKLY 
Monday 
Nt Fire & Emergency training, Jabiru Fire Station 
6pm 
Kakadu Deadly Runners training, 6pm
tuesdays  
Jabiru Art & Craft, town hall 7.30pm
Playgroup, Jabiru Courthouse 9.30-11am
Aqua Fitness, Alberto Luglietti Memorial Pool 6.15pm
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness training 5.30pm 
basketball training ‘Kakadu hoops’, School courts 5pm
wednesdays  
Kakadu Deadly Runners training, 6pm 
Social Soccer, Magela oval 6pm
thursdays  
Aqua Fitness, Alberto Luglietti Memorial Pool 6.15pm
Story time, Jabiru Library 10.30am
Pick the Joker Jabiru Golf Club 6.30pm
Pool comp $100 Jabiru Golf Club 6.30pm 
Membership Draw, JSSC 7.30pm 
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness training 5.30pm 
basketball training ‘Kakadu hoops’, School courts 5pm
Fridays 
badge draw, raffles, meat trays Jabiru Golf Club
Pool comp $10 entry winner takes all, JSSC
Meat tray raffle, JSSC 
Futsal, new MPA building 7.00am
sundays
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness training 5.30pm
2nd & 4th sunday of the month  
Lunch and Membership Wheel, win meat trays JSSC

Gunbalanya Youth Centre will be having 
media workshops from February 12 - 16, 
taking place at the centre. There are also 
youth nights running every Thursday (6-8pm) 
for those aged 10 and over. 

2

If you have an upcoming event you would like to see 
listed in this space please phone the Wire on 8979 
9465 or email wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au.

FEBRUaRY
tue 13 WARC ordinary Council Meeting
Mon 12 - 16 Media Workshops, Gunbalanya Youth 
Centre
sat 17 Jabiru bombers Last home Game and 
sponsors day

MaRCh
thu 8 International Women’s Day, Crocodile hotel 
tue 13 WARC ordinary Council Meeting

REMINDER to tAKE PRECAutIoNS AGAINSt MELIoIDoSIS

WAVE OF PINK AT RANGER MINE

Top End residents and visitors are 
reminded to protect themselves from the 
potentially deadly soil-borne disease, 
melioidosis, as cases have increased in 
January following heavy wet season rains 
across the Top End.

Since October 2017 there have been 
16 cases of melioidosis reported in the 
Northern Territory. 

Cases have been hospitalised with some 
very seriously ill, requiring intensive care.

“The heavy downpour and strong winds 
over the last two weeks have led to a 
marked rise in the number of melioidosis 
cases in the Northern Territory with nine 
cases reported over this two week period,” 
said Dr Vicki Krause Director Northern 
Territory Centre for Disease Control.

Melioidosis is a disease caused by the 
tropical bacteria known as Burkholderia 
pseudomallei. 

The disease can cause a variety of 
symptoms and signs but the most common 
presentation is that of pneumonia which 
means a person develops unexplained 
fever, cough and shortness of breath. 

Other presentations include skin ulcers 
or sores that fail to heal, abscesses, weight 
loss, fatigue, abdominal pain, urinary 
symptoms and occasionally neurological 
problems such as headache and confusion.

“During the dry season, melioidosis 
bacteria live deep within the soil, but after 
heavy rains they can be found in surface 
water and mud and aerosolised soil.”

“Contact with mud, ground water and 

aerosolised soil during the wet season 
increases the chance of exposure to the 
melioidosis bacteria.”

“Cuts and sores are the perfect entry 
point for the bacteria to invade the body 
but it can also be inhaled if it’s stirred up 
by the wind.”

“Melioidosis infection can lead to severe 
pneumonia and blood poisoning and 10-
15 percent of infections are fatal, even 
with the best medical care.”

“Although much less common, 
melioidosis can occur in children. Parents 
should ensure children wear appropriate 
protective footwear and cover abrasions 
and cuts with a waterproof dressing 
to reduce direct exposure to mud and 
standing water.”

Top End residents and visitors should 
take the following precautions:

• Wear covered footwear when 
outdoors.

• Wear gloves while working in the 
garden/soil-based environment.

• Wash and cuts and sore thoroughly 
and cover them with waterproof 
dressings.

• Wear face masks while using high 
pressure hoses around soil.

• Stay indoors during heavy wind 
and rain.

• Refrain from overuse of alcohol.
• Seek medical attention early.

Anyone concerned about melioidosis 
should visit their local GP or hospital.

Members of Energy 
Resources of Australia's 
Ranger Women’s Network 
have swapped their regular 
orange high-vis shirts 
for bright pink as part of 
an initiative to help raise 
awareness and funds for 
the National Breast Cancer 
Foundation (NBCF).

The NBCF is the only 
national body that funds 
life-changing breast cancer 
research with money 
raised entirely by the 
Australian public.

Breast cancer is the most 
common cancer facing 
Australian women, with 
eight women dying from 
the disease each day — 
mothers, sisters, wives, 
daughters and friends.

By coordinating through 
Bisley Workwear, a 

donation from the 
purchase of every pink 
shirt ordered by the Ranger 
Women’s Network went to 
the NBCF. 

The Ranger Women’s 
Network aims to provide 
support, mentoring and 
encouragement to women 
who work at ERA. 

It recognises those 

who champion gender 
diversity and makes 
available information to 
inform its members about 
gender diversity issues, 
strategies and statistics. 
The Ranger Women's 
Network also organises 
a variety of events and 
activities during the year 
for members.

Members of the ERA Ranger Women’s Network wearing the bright 
pink shirts in support of the National Breast Cancer Foundation.

“Funds life-
changing breast 

cancer research..”



The Bininj Kunwok Language 
Centre language workers are 
continuing to work on some 
of the long-term projects, 
including the Kundjeyhmi 
Dictionary project. 

The Centre is currently 
recording audio files for about 
4000 headword entries in the 
dictionary which will be used 
in a digital version of the 
dictionary. 

Language workers Jill 
Nganjmira, Seraine Namundja, 
Dell Hunter and Kylene 
Nalorlman from the Bininj 
Kunwok Language Project are 
those working on the audio 

recordings for the Kundjeyhmi 
dictionary.

In the coming months, the 
Centre will also be supporting 
local language initiatives 
including Kunwinjku 
language lessons run by 

Bábbarra Women’s Centre 
at Maningrida, art and craft 
documentation at Maningrida 
Arts and Culture and 
language support for the John 
Mawurndjul Retrospective 
Exhibition at the Museum of 

Contemporary Art in Sydney 
in July.

There is also ongoing work 
on the Kundjeyhmi Dictionary, 
additions to the Bininj Kunwok 
Pan-dialectal Dictionary and 
final editing of a book about 
edible plants in Kundjeyhmi 
country in Kakadu.

If your organisation has a 
language need which the Bininj 
Kunwok language Centre can 
assist with, you can contact 
project linguist Murray Garde 
at mgarde3@bigpond.com or 
field worker Andy Peart at 
andy.peart@yahoo.com.au to 
discuss how they can help. 

For more information or 
to keep up-to-date, you can 
follow the Centre’s activities 
by searching for the Bininj 
Kunwok Language Project on 
Facebook. 

Or, for all the latest news 
and to see the resources, 
visit their website at  
bininjkunwok.org.au
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CENTRE WORKING ON LOCAL LANGUAGE INITIATIVES

“In the coming 
months, the Centre 
will also be supporting 

local language 
initiatives..”

MONSOON MOVES ACROSS THE TOP END

Jill Nganjmira, Seraine Namundja, Dell Hunter and Kylene Nalorlman 
from the Bininj Kunwok Language Project working on the audio recordings 
for the Kundjeyhmi dictionary.

IT IS ANTICIPED TO REOPEN.....

The corner of Arnhem Highway towards the 
Gunbalanya turnoff road.

The Gunbalanya flood plain and river from the 
air.

West Arnhem communities have seen 
some heavy rainfall over the past few 
weeks with a monsoon sweeping over the 
Top End.

The deluge not only got the waterfalls 
flowing in Kakadu, it also caused a number 
of road closures, localised flooding and 
interruptions to mail service and truck 
deliveries throughout the communities.

As of  2pm Friday, February 9, the 
Arnhem Highway was opened with some 
vehicle restrictions in place and the Kakadu 
Highway was still accessible (https://
roadreport.nt.gov.au/).

According to local sources, the last time 
the Arnhem Highway was closed for that 
long was back in 2006 following Cyclone 
Monica and then again in March 2007 after 
a big downpour. 

If you can remember another instance it 
was closed for this period of time, please 
feel free to let us know on 8979 9444 or 
wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au.

West Arnhem residents are  reminded 
not to drive into flooded waters and are 
encouraged to keep up-to-date on local 
road accessibility by visiting https://
parksaustralia.gov.au/kakadu/access/ and 
https://roadreport.nt.gov.au/. 

The recent rainfall which has filled the 
rivers and creeks has also got the fish 
moving and a great number of fishermen 
are hitting up the usual spots around the 
region.

There have also been a number of 
crocodile sightings over the last few weeks, 
particularly close to the sides of the road, 
and Kakadu National Park is once again 
urging everyone to be cautious around all 

waterways.
The message is clear - be crocwise.  

During the wet season, saltwater crocodiles 
can move large distances in search of new 
territories as smaller crocodiles are often 
forced out of their homes by dominant 
male crocodiles. 

They may also be seeking temporary 
respite from larger crocodiles or looking for 
a feed of fish that congregate in roadside 
culverts. 

These animals are likely to be very 
aggressive, and an attack can lead to death.

If you are out on a boat, you must stay 
vigilant – don’t clean fish near the water’s 
edge or from your boat, don’t reach into 
the water for your fish and be careful when 
launching or retrieving boats. 

All residents and visitors are reminded to 
expect the unexpected, keep away from the 
water’s edge and don’t become complacent. 

Remember in any body of water in 
the Northern Territory, crocodiles are  
probably present.

Water over the Jabiru side of the flood plains 
towards the South Alligator River Bridge.

The Gunbalanya Airport road from the air.



West Arnhem Wire - Fortnightly news in brief from Jabiru, Gunbalanya, Maningrida, Warruwi and Minjilang

4

The West Arnhem Wire | 31 January - 9 February 2018

MANINGRIDA CELEBRATES IN STYLE

The West Arnhem Wire acknowledges 
the traditional owners of country and their 
continuing connection to land, waters and 
community. We pay our respects to them and 
their cultures, and to elders, past, present and 
future. 

The Wire is the only regular source of news 
and information in the Kakadu and West 
Arnhem Land region. More than 800 copies 
are distributed fortnightly to Jabiru, Warruwi, 
Minjilang, Maningrida and Gunbalanya. 

Our electronic edition goes out to more than 
600 individual email addresses across West 
Arnhem Land and the Top End.

The Wire accepts advertising from businesses 
and government organisations. Placement of 
ads is subject to editorial and Council policy. 

Our competitive rates start from as little as 
$65 (including GST). Call 08 8979 9465 
today or email wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au 
to discuss how we can help you spread your 
messages around West Arnhem Land. 

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Bookings: 5pm Monday prior to publication

Artwork: 5pm Tuesday prior to publication

The Wire is published fortnightly on Fridays.

The Wire is published by West Arnhem 
Regional Council. The views expressed here 
do not necessarily reflect those held by the 
Council or Councillors.

West Arnhem Regional Council 
PO Box 721 
JABIRU NT 0886

www.westarnhem.nt.gov.au

Call (08) 8979 9465 or email  
wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au

On Friday, December 8, 
Christmas was celebrated 
Maningrida style. 

The event was led by Malabam 
Health Board and featured 
numerous local musical and 
singing acts. Not only was there 
singing and music, Malabam also 
put on a wonderful dinner for the 
community and Santa made an 
exciting appearance as well.

It was a great event with a  
number of organisations 
supporting the day including 
GREATS Youth Services, West 
Arnhem Regional Council, 
Bawinanga Aboriginal 
Corporation, Maningrida 
Progress Association, Maningrida 
CEC, Amiable Communications 
and many others on the day.
Well done Jess and the crew 
from Malabam for organising 
a wonderful evening for the 
community!

BIG YEaR ahEaD FoR thE BLaCK RoCK BanD
As the band’s first time 

to Tasmania, Black Rock 
Band lead vocalist, Richie 
Guymala, described 
the trip as “a little 
overwhelming”, as well as 
“very cold!”

“It was great sharing 
our music and to get our 
messages out. We got a lot 
of great feedback,” he said, 
adding that the Black Rock 
Band was also invited 
to return to Tasmania to 
perform at the Putalina 
Indigenous Festival at 
Oyster Cove next year.

They also ventured to 
Alice Springs to run music 

workshops as part of a 
holiday program with 
Arrernte children and 
families. They worked 
alongside Torres Strait 
Islander artist, Mau 
Power, culminating in a 
community performance 
night on January 26.

Richie said the trip was a 
great step forward for the 
band and they are looking 
forward to doing more 
travelling interstate and 
even overseas in the future.

He also added that, “It 
is always good to come 
home”.

There is no slowing 
down for the Black Rock 

Band, with the members 
keeping busy, currently 
working on a film clip for 
the next single release off 
their upcoming album 
and touring to Western 
Australia to perform at the 
Nannup Music Festival in 
March.

In their brief down time, 
Ritchie said it is great 
being back in Jabiru, 
spending time with family 
and friends and enjoying 
the wet season.

Black Rock Band 
encourages everyone to 
check out their latest single 
available for download via 
bandcamp.

Energy Resources of Australia (ERA) 
is inviting local community groups and 
organisations to submit nominations for 
Round 1 of ERA Community Partnership 
Fund.

The Fund aims to contribute to the 
development of a healthy and positive 
community in the Alligator Rivers region.

Preference is given to applications 
seeking support for projects which build 
meaningful partnerships with local 
business and community groups. 

They need to demonstrate they will add 
value to the local community, or enhance 
sustainable, educational and employment 

opportunities for the community.
The Fund does not operate as a grants 

scheme; rather it operates as a partnership 
programme aimed at developing joint 
venture projects and community actions 
which seek to assist all members of the 
community. 

The Fund also aims to deliver a 
platform for engagement with the local 
community.

Information about eligibility and the 
application process can be found on 
the ERA website www.energyres.com.
au, by calling 08 8924 3500 or email  
era.cpf@era.riotinto.com.

<< From Front Page 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP FUND
DEVELOPING JOINT VENTURES



The Maningrida GREATS Youth 
Service holiday program was jam-
packed with a huge variety of activities 
and events for youth within the 
community during the festive period. 

GREATS Youth Services were 
lucky to have four volunteers 
from Melbourne who came into 
the program to experience remote 
Arnhem Land community life. These 
four university students were not 
disappointed; coming to one of the 
most culturally diverse indigenous 
communities in Australia, with eight 
different languages spoken within the 
community of Maningrida. 

Malabam Health Board and the 
Maningrida School were very 
supportive in making this happen, 
giving the volunteers a place to stay 
and some vouchers for groceries for 
the duration of their stay.

The program was carefully created 
by the youth workers to ensure that 
the volunteers spent as much time 
in the community with the youths as 
well as out in the bush and outstations, 
ensuring that they experience as much 
of Arnhem Land lifestyle as possible.  

Activities ranged from arts and 
craft with decorations, painting and 
drawing, and then into the kitchen 
for youth girls and boys healthy  

cooking sessions.
They also ventured outdoors for a 

cultural day, a bush trip, leisure day as 
well as hunting and visiting country 
outstations.

There was also an exciting mix of 
sports at the hall including volleyball, 
basketball and indoor cricket, plus 
movie nights, a disco, dance club and 
Netflix Christmas and family movies. 

GREATS hope that the volunteers 
had a great time in Maningrida and 
have come to appreciate the diverse 
and unique cultures which reside in 
these communities. They look forward 
to their next visit. 
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YOUTH SERVICE HOST HUGE HOLIDAY PROGRAM

Anna, Jack, Brod and Lily volunteered to assist the GREATS 
Youth Service with the holiday program in Manigrida.

Applied Suicide Intervention 
Skills Training (ASIST)

ASIST is a FREE two day 
intensive, participatory 
workshop where you will 
develop practical skills in 
suicide intervention.

Lunch and morning tea are 
provided on both days.
 
Workshops run from  
9am – 4pm.

Presented by Anglicare NT
Supported by NT Government

CONTACT US
Top End Suicide Intervention Awareness Training Program 

(TESIAT)
tesiat@anglicare-nt.org.au  |  anglicare-nt.org.au

Ph: 08 8946 4800  |  Mob: 0438 266 111

Jabiru

Date
9 & 10 May 2018

Venue
To be advised

Contact
Louise Mayclair

M: 0474 229 659 
E: louise.mayclair@

catholiccarent.org.au

 

The Youth Service enjoying a 
Christmas lunch with Santa stopping 
in as well.

Aunty Jeannie making 
damper using the sand and 
hot coals.

Brod being given goose 
feet while they are being 
prepared.
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AN EXCITING FIRST DAY FOR 
MAMARUNI SCHOOL STUDENTS

WARRUWI’S YOUNG LEADERS HEAD TO BOARDING SCHOOL
Warruwi Community 

School has seen some 
of their students move 
onto boarding school 
this year and wish them 
all the best in their year 
ahead.

The students have 
moved onto different 
colleges including 
Worawa College 
in Melbourne, St 
Leonards College also 
in Melbourne and some 
students are now in 
Nhulunbuy.

Mamaruni School’s Early Years class had a wonderful time 
reading ‘Froggy goes to school’ on their first day at school.

The story is about Froggy who dreams he goes to school in 
his underwear.

Students then created Froggy either wearing his underpants 
or his clothes – it was a fun afternoon to finish a wonderful 
first day.

 
LIVE & WORK
ARNHEM LAND & KAKADU
 Community Safety Coordinator - Gunbalanya  

Fixed term until the end of June 2018 with high potential for 
extension - Full Time - Accommodation available - 
Applications close at 8 am on Monday 26 February 2018 
 

 Administration Trainee - Maningrida  
Fixed Term - Full Time – No accommodation - Applications 
close at 8 am on Monday 26 February 2018 
 

 Essential Services Officer - Maningrida  
Permanent - Full Time - Accommodation available - 
Applications close at 8 am on Monday 19 February 2018 
 

 Media Coordinator - Jabiru  
Permanent - Full Time - Accommodation available - 
Applications close at 8 am on Monday 19 February 2018 
 

 Team Leader Works - Minjilang  
Permanent - Full Time - Accommodation available - 
Applications close at 8 am on Monday 19 February 2018 

 
 Centrelink Officer – Gunbalanya  

Fixed Term - Full Time – No accommodation - Applications 
close at 8 am on Monday 19 February 2018 

 
 Pool Officer - Jabiru 

Casual – No accommodation available 
All applications will be considered 

To apply: 
Visit website below or phone 08 8982 9522 
www.westarnhem.nt.gov.au/employment 
 

Email completed application to vacancy@westarnhem.nt.gov.au 
Indigenous people are encouraged to apply 

Northern Territory Centre 
for Disease Control (CDC) 
expects to complete its 
mosquito breeding survey in 
Jabiru on 14 and 15th of March 
2018. 

Each year the survey is 
carried out to confirm the 
absence of the exotic dengue 
mosquitoes, Aedes aegypti.

Two officers from CDC 
will visit Jabiru to carry out 

an inspection of residential 
and commercial premises 
on 14 and 15th of March to 
collect mosquito samples for 
identification.

The Department of Health 
is asking the community for 
support by providing access to 
their backyards as the officers 
make their way around the 
area to carry out this important 
work. 

JAbIRu MoSQuIto SuRVEYS PoStPoNED
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Community Care Senior Officer Marcia Brennan (centre) with staff 
members Rosie Wood and Jaylene Nadjamerrek who recently completed 
a double Certificate III in Individual Support (Ageing, Home and 
Community). 

West Arnhem Regional Council’s Kakadu Community Care 
(Jabiru) is very proud of staff members Rosie Wood and 
Jaylene Nadjamerrek who have recently completed the Double 
Certificate III in Individual Support (Ageing, Home and 
Community).

The Community Care wishes to thank Julie McCrohan and HK 
Training for their continual support with the training program.

CoMMuNItY CARE StAFF tRAINING

Peter Turner is returning 
to Warruwi to conduct 
hairdressing workshops. 

If you want to learn about 
haircare and hairdressing, 
Peter will be running his 
training workshops in the 
Women's Centre next week. 

CDP participants please 
advise your supervisor if 
attending, and put your name 
down to book into workshops 
with Peter on Monday. No 
children will be allowed 
during workshops.

WARRUWI WORKSHOPS 
TO FOCUS ON HAIRCARE

DANGER! DO NOT ENTER  
FLOODED ROADS

ATTENTION! Ne pas entrer dans les routes inondées 
Befahren Sie keine überfluteten Straßen 

/secureNT /secureterritory

For the latest information visit:

www.securent.nt.gov.au
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STUDENTS SETTING NEW GOALS

Dillon Brennan and Paul Berthon 
from West Arnhem Regional.

SNAKE CATCHING COURSE HELD IN JABIRU

Pictured are 
M a m a r u n i 
School (Croker 
I s l a n d ) 
students in the 
Pathways class, 
all looking 
happy while 
making brunch 
and doing 
some of their 
goal setting 
work this 
week.

Gunbalanya

Richie Cooper and Rodney 
Nagawalli from Kakadu National 
Park.

Jenny Hunter and Trissie Bell from 
Kakadu National Park.

This week Kakadu Rangers 
completed their annual snake 
catch training at Kakadu Park 
Headquarters. 

Other service providers in the 
region, including West Arnhem 
Regional Council and Cooinda 
Lodge, also participated.

Alice Springs Reptile Centre 
sent their number one snake 
wrangler from Darwin, Chris 
Peberdy, to conduct the training, 
which consisted of several 
elements including snake 
identification, first aid and snake 
catch technique. 

Forty captive snakes of varying 
species including Olive Pythons, 
Western Browns and King 
Browns, were flown up from 
Alice Springs as part of the 
training.

Interestingly, each snake can 
only be used once during a 
catch session or they end up 
going straight into the bag all 
by themselves – somewhat 
defeating the purpose of the 
exercise. 

With everyone completing the 
training safely and successfully, 
there are now 20 more qualified 
snake catchers in Kakadu with 
the skills to assist the community.
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MANINGRIDA AFL COMPETITION KICKS OFF
Men's football is 

back for another 
season in Maningrida, 
with this year’s 
competition shaping 
up to be just as big as 
2017.

Last week, round 
one kicked off with 
the first game of the 
season between the 
Hawks and the Tigers. 

Despite the 
monsoonal weather it 
was still a great round 
of fixtures. 

This year’s 
competition includes 
11 teams with 

approximately 250 
registered players. 

The teams are Lions, 
Seagulls, Buffalos, 
Saints, Crows, 
Magpies, Hawks, 
Tigers, Carlton, Baru 
and Bombers. 

The season will 
have 22 rounds and a 
finals series with the 
competition finishing 
up in July.

Last year saw the 
Lions defeat the 
Seagulls in front of 
about 4000 spectators, 
in what was a huge 
grand final event. 

Good luck to all 
the teams for the 
upcoming season.

To keep up-to-date 
with news from the 
competion, check 
out the Maningrida 
Sport and Recreation 
Facebook page or the 
noticeboard.

“Good luck 
to all the 
teams for 

the upcoming 
season..”

The Lions celebrating their victory following the 2017 grand final in front of 4000 spectators 
and (below) the first round for the 2018 season got under way last week.
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SPONSORS/FAMILY FUN 
DAY  

SATURDAY 17 FEBRUARY  

KICK OFF AT 02:00PM  

 

JABIRU  
BOMBERS  

-vs-  
NIGHTCLIFF 

SPARTANS  

JUMPING  

CASTLE 

FACE  
PAINTING 

FIRE  TRUCK 

Food and drinks available at the canteen 

FOLLOWED BY KARAOKE 
AT THE JSSC FROM 8:00PM 

Jabiru Golf Club 

Northtech Solutions 

Workpac 

Westpac  

West  Arnhem Mowing 

 Foodland  

The Cricket and Football Shop  

Murray Oakley 

Caledonia Scaffolding   

Pacific Power 

Corroboree Park Tavern 

StAR StuDENtS ShoW thE WARRuWI WAY
It was a fantastic first week back at Warruwi School for all 

students. Congratulations to all of the star students showing 
the Warruwi way.



The Jabiru Bombers are keeping strong 
this season with round 17 taking place 
this weekend in Darwin against Banks 
and all Bombers supporters encouraged to 
support the team if you are in town.

Meanwhile, the Bombers are currently 
sitting in third place on the ladder, with 13 
wins under their belts and three losses so 
far this season.

The big wet season has played havoc 
with travel arrangements this season, 
forcing the Jabiru-based players to drive 
a 10 hour round trip last weekend, and 
possibly again this weekend. This is just 
an added strain on club resources as they 
also fly each week, on average, 10 players 
from Gunbalanya to Darwin and back for 
games.

However, the team is gearing up for a big 
final series beginning in two weeks’ time 

and are looking forward to the sponsors/
family fun day in Round 18 on Saturday, 
February 17.

The game will see the Jabiru Bombers 
play Nightcliff Spartans in what should be 
a big round 18. Kick off is at 2pm and there 
will be plenty of activity off the field with 

a jumping castle, face painting and the fire 
truck will be there for the kids.

Food and drinks will be available from 
the canteen during the afternoon and 
following the game, there will be karaoke 
at the Jabiru Sports and Social Club  
from 8pm.
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KAKADU SCHOOL KIDS TREATED TO A DAY AT COOINDA 
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JABIRU BOMBERS SPONSORS DAY COMING UP

Photo credit: Peter Keepence Photography.

“The team is gearing 
up for a big final series 
beginning in two weeks’ 

time..”

Kakadu School Kids had 
a great day out during the 
recent school holidays. 

Local organisations banded 
together to take a group 
of young people down the 
Kakadu Highway to Gagudju 
Lodge Cooinda, the home of 
Yellow Water. 

Under watchful eye of 
CatholicCare NT staff, kids 
met at the Jabiru Pool and 
jumped on the bus enroute 
to the Warradjan Cultural 
Centre to be met by a 
Senior Traditional Owner of 
Murumburr country Violet 
Lawson. 

To the delight of the group, 
they were given a personal 
tour of the cultural centre, 
with stories of family moiety, 
pandanus weaving, fish 
catching and the buffalo 
days. 

The Yellow Water boat 
cruise was booked for 1pm, 
so after a quick look through 
the well-stocked Warradjan 
Art Gallery and a quick 
chat to the Bininj artists in 

residence, David and Abel 
from Manaburdurma (Jabiru 
Town Camp), it was off to 
Cooinda to get wet. 

While the barbecue was 
cooking, the kids enjoyed a 
dip in the pool before heading 
down to Home Billabong for 
the cruise on Yellow Water. 

Guide Trevor Wie was 
skipper of the boat and 
delivered an informative 
and entertaining talk on the 
diverse water – way of Jim 
Jim Creek and Yellow Water 
Billabong. 

The group even got to see 
a crocodile up close, but it 
was too quick for us to take 
a photo. 

It was a fantastic day, 
enjoyed by all and the 
Kakadu kids would like to 
thank all those who made 
the day possible, including 
Cooinda Lodge, CatholicCare 
NT, Gundjeihmi Aboriginal 
Corporation, Jabiru Area 
School, Kakadu National 
Park and West Arnhem 
Regional Council.

School aged children from Jabiru and surrounds were treated to a day at 
Gagudju Lodge Cooinda with a tour on of the Warradjan Cultural Centre and 
a Yellow Waters boat cruise during the school holidays.


